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What do we do when we no longer have a set of tools able to fix what needs to be repaired? We get a new set of tools! Cosmological models—explanations for the origin of the universe—are largely made up of mathematical tools used to describe the relationship between different phenomena we see in the physical world. When Newton’s “tool box” was no longer able to describe evidence that suggested light has a finite speed, scientists traded it in for Einstein’s “tool box”—the Theories of Special and General Relativity—and began to build a new model, adding to it the ideological assumption that we cannot be in any unique place in the cosmos. This assumption is ideological and not scientific because when we look out at the heavens we see a basically equal distribution of galactic clusters in all directions. This either means that we are somewhere near the center of that distribution—a possibility that places us in a very special place that smacks of us being placed there by intelligent design—or that the universe is roughly the same everywhere, with no center and no out edge—which would allow people to continue to believe that our placement in the cosmos is random. The result of connecting the 2nd assumption with the mathematics of General Relativity is the “tool box” called the Big Bang Model of cosmology. 

But what happens when too many observations of the cosmos fail to go according to what the Big Bang Model predicts? At first scientists invent “fudge factors”—speculations about what might be causing the cosmos not to act the way their theoretical model predicts it should. If the gap between the model’s scientific predictions and the way the universe really works is small, then it is not so bad to have a little fudge-factor until more data comes in. If the gap is huge and getting huger, then it signals the need for a new model—a new set of tools—a new way of understanding the physical universe; that is, a new physics. 

In Starlight, Time and the New Physics Australian physicist-cosmologist John Hartnett  demonstrates for laymen and physicists alike that when the grand theoretic model called the “Big Bang” fails to fit the observations so often that unobserved inventions like “dark matter” and “dark energy” must be pulled in to make the model work, that it is really time for a new physics. This is especially true when making the Big Bang work requires that we assume our universe to be made up of 96% unobservable dark matter and dark energy, and only 4% of matter and energy we can actually scientifically observed and test. Hartnett has also found that the problem lies not with the rigorously tested Theories of General and Special Relativity, but with the ideological assumption that Earth cannot be in a special place in the cosmos—like near the center of the universe on a galactic scale. 

Why is this important for Christians? Because Dr. Hartnett is a Christian who believes that applied science—when things have been tested as far as possible—will produce a view of the created universe that is consistent with what the Bible teaches—particularly in Genesis Chapters 1-11. Building on the work of pioneer Creationist physicist D. Russell Humphreys, with equations derived from secular Israeli cosmologist Moshe Carmeli, Professor Hartnett expands and develops the “White Hole” Creation Cosmology with exciting new evidence that demands another revolution in physics.

Hartnett’s book is readable for any intelligent lay person, and supplies appendices comprised of several technical papers for those able to follow the mathematical calculus used in advanced physics. The fundamental importance of this work lies with our having a claim that the God of the Bible is the God of the real world, who has given us the tools we need to know—at least partially—both His written word and the cosmos He has created through His Living Word, Jesus Christ.  

